
Religion 
Chi—personal god 131, 172 
Chukwu—the supreme being of the Ibo religion 179 
Agbala—an older woman, also called the Oracle of the Prophet of the Ibo 100, 203, 

16, 49 
Ani—female goddess of the earth and fertility in the Igbo culture 146 
Superstitions  
Iyi-uwa—a special kind of stone that forms the link between an ogbanje and the spirit 
world.  Only if the iyi-uwa was discovered and destroyed would the child not die. 

80 

Ogbanje—a changeling; a child who repeatedly dies and returns to its mother to be 
reborn.  It is almost impossile to bring up an ogbanje child without it dying, unless its 
iyi-uwa is first found and destroyed. 

77-85 

Dark moonless nights 9-10 
Evil Forest  
Music 
Udu—a type of drum made from pottery 6, 44 
Ogene –a kind of gong 6 
Ekwe – drum made from wood 6,120 
Weddings 
Bride price –part of the betrothal ceremony where the dowry is paid 73 
Bridal clothing, hair 71 
Wedding 110-113 
Funerals 
Funeral 121-124 
Hospitality 
Kola nut—food used to greet visitors and guests 19, 117, 

165 
Palm wine—fermented palm sap made for celebration and ceremony 19, 117 
Justice 
Egwugwu trial—a man who impersonates one of the ancestral spirits of the village.  The 
egwugwu serve as judges in the community. 

187, 87-94 

Ezeugo – a man of high status calls for justice at a village gathering 10 
Ilo—the village green where assemblies for sports, discussion, and so on take place 42 
Okwonko banished after accidentally shooting a boy 124 
Can’t take Okwonko’s body down 207 
  
Ibo town 
Ilo—the village green where assemblies for sports, discussion, and so on take place 42 
Obi—large living quarter for the head of the family 14, 129, 

163 
Compound – collection of houses for one family 14 
Medicine house—Okwonko keeps the wooden symbols of his personal god 14 
Market  
Evil Forest – bodies of twins and people with terrible diseases are discarded here 148 



Food 
Yams-foo Foo – food made from yams. Yams  serve a chief role in the annual Feast of 
the New Yam.  Yams were a crop to be raised by men. 

113,141 

Bitter Leaf Soup—a soup prepared with the vegetable called bitterleaf 141 
Palm Wine – fermented palm sap used celebration and ceremony 19, 117 
Kola nut – food used to greet visitors and guests 19,117 
Alligator Pepper – offered with kola nut to visitors  
Cassava—a woman’s crop 164 
Preparing food for a feast 112 
Status 
Unoka—Okwonko’s father, a man of low status 5 
Efulefu 143, 154 
Okwonkwo—the main character, 8, 27 
Ezeugo – a man of high status 10 
Ezeudu –a description of the funeral of a man of high status 123 
Osu—outcast.  Having been dedicated to a god, the osu was taboo and not allowed to 
mix with the freeborn in any way.  

155 

Ozo—the name of one of the titles or ranks 8, 18, 23 
Status  
Status of women 20 
     Okwonkwo beats his wife, women raising cassava, men having more than one wife 29, 38, 

164, 18, 10 
Gender Roles- 52-54 
Clothing 
Jigida—string of waist beads worn by women 71 
Bride—hair and clothing 71, 118 
Uli—a dye used by women to draw patterns on the skin  
Business dealings 
  
  
Family  
Okwonko beats his wives  
  
Sports 
Wrestling 46 
Ilo-- 42, 46 
Medicine 
Iba--fever 76, 85 
Farming 
Men- raise yams 33 
Women—raise cassava 23, 33, 164 
  
Festivals  
Feast of the New Yam and the Week of Peace 36 
  
  



 


